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REVEALS POSTTION OF JEWS IN POLAND i

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE JEWB -- Jewish Journal, No 1k,614, € Nov 49

\ The information in this report was received from a Polish Jevish Communist

_ ' Who recently emigrated to Isrsel. In Poland he hed been active both among Juw-
-hcmm-mmthemzmnm[iunmmmotmzwue

: bor movement, nov a component of Ihm!? . Tor this latter activity he weg de-
ported to the USSR and returned to Poland in 1946 where he reswmed his party
activities. Nonetheless, he stfll believes in Communism and cannct ba suspacted
of opprsition to the people's democracy of Poland, so that his repovt .mmy be

: considered absolutely objective. His name cannot be mede pudblic, as he still

o has relatives im Foland.

The Lie.Atout the Number of Jews in Poland :

The Central Committee of the Jewvs in Poland, vhich is completsly comtrolled
by Jevish Commnists, intentiorally publishes lmcorrect statistics on the awber
of Jews in Poland. This bas beep done in order £o receive more mancy from the
Joint Distribution Cosmiltee, The Centrsl Comittee claims there sre approxi-
mately 80,000-90,000 Jews in Poland, but in reality there are oaly 45,000. This
figure, however, does aot include the so-called "Aryan Jews" vho have lost a1l
contact vith the rest of the Jews and are living ss Christians. It is difficult
to determine thety nmumber, but it certainly does not oxceed 10,000.

The largest Jewigh comsmunitiss are located in the following cities: Lods,
approximtely 7,000; Warsaw, appraxinmately 3,000; Wroclay, approximataly 5,000;
Szcrecin, a imately 5,000; Dzierzoniow, approximately b,000; Walbrrych, ap-
proximetely %,000; Legnica, approximately 3,000.

A great mmber of smaller cammunities in S{jesia bave completely liqui-
. dated and moved to bigger cities. Approximately 1%,00C Jews are djispersed as
smll commmitine in various towns andt vilimges.
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Jewish Cultural Life

Jewish cultural life in Poland is comstantly on the dacline. Though botn
Comrunist and Zionist publicatioms im Yiddish and Polish are still being issued,
their circulation is steadily decreasing.

There are five Jewish schools in Poland which teach in the Hsbrew language,
but there ave no schools which use Yiddish as & medium of instruction. The
special schools for Jewish children tesch in the Polish langusge, but classes
in Yiddish, Jewish l.iterature, and Jewish histoey are given. These schools are
supported by the govermment.

The Jewish religion is tolerated slong vwith the other religions. There
are places of worship, but no yeshivoth (Jevish theological leminariase).

Poland alec has its "Red rabbi.” He is Shalom Treistman, Rabbi of Wroclaw,
the son of the former rabbi of Lodz. He had studied at the Rabbinical Seminary
of Berlin under the eminent rabbi, Ppofessor Cheim Heller. For a short time he
officizted in Helsinki, Finland, after which he took office in Warsaw. .

At the beginning of the war Rebhi Treistman fled to the USSR where he vas
interned. After the liberstion he becims a German ani English instructor in a
Soviet institute.

Sooa after his return to Poland, this rabbi, vho had once been active in
the Polish Mizrachl, became a fervent fqliower of the people's democracy and
Moscov. The Jewish Communists of Poland often ude him for propeaganda pirposss,
and have confirmed him as actual head of the Board of Rabbis.

Jawish Political Life

The Jewish Commmunists are in complete control of Jewish political life.
The activities of the Zionist parties are very limited and there are no public
displays.

Anti-Semitic feeling still runs strongly among the Poles. Faysical violence
arainst Jews, however, doee not occuy, Just as attempts on the lives of Comsmn-
ists and government officials are not perpetrated. The government has the sit-
uation completely in hand.

Jewish Cooperatives

To date, there have been hundreds of Jewieh cooperstive workshops and
factories which have been arestly propagandized ty the Commmists and vhich re-
ceived great sums of money from the Joint Distribtuiion Comuittes. Jews are mov
losing control of the largsst cooperatives and even the small ones arz gradually
being taken over by non-Jews. The Communist- have succeeded in changing the
purely Jewish cooperatives into mixed oneg. Caveral large mixed cooperatives
already have 80 percent non-Jewish members.

When the Joint Distribution Committee declared that 1t would no longer aid
thesc couperatives, the Jewish Comruniste held protest meetings and resolved to
do without any JDC aid whatsoever. The JDC clothing amd food warchouses are
being liquidated. They are, however, no longer necessary, as the economic sit-
uation of both the Jewish and Christian population is much improved.

Jevish tion from Poland to Isrsel

The informant is pessimistic concerning emigration from Poland to Israsel.
He estimates that not more than 5,000 Jews will leave, even thougk more tlan
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20,000 have registered for immigration to Isrmel. This is due to the fact that
some of the immigrants, among them special Commmist egents, have returned to
Poland from Isrsel and are gpreading greatly exadgeyatad horror storiss gbout
the terrible copditions there. QOf course, letters from unsettled tsmigrants,
warning others not ta come to Israel, do arrive. Furthermore Commmist popa -~
gande. 18 constantly warning them not to go to that "Marsha’l comtry," Isreel.
Each emigrant mugt obtain confirmetior from the strictly Commmumist Jewish Com-
mittee vhich discourages him to such an extent that he loses all derire to

leave.

The informant implied tioat discouragement of epigration 15 alsc due to
the fact that many Jewlsh Comrunist leaders would themselves wory much like to
8o to "imperislistic reactionary” Iarsel bmt since they are afrald to admit
this and must remain in Poland, they do not want to become generals without
an army and therefore fear Jewish emigration to Israel.

Jews in the USHR

There is no normal contact between the Jews in the USSR and the Jews in
Folend. The little naws wiich reaches the Jews in Poland comes indirectly from

Moscow. More news, however, is smuggled via Lvov. :

From this latter source there has been news of deportations of Ukroinien
Jews. It-1s not knovn vhether masses or individuals are involved » but the fact
1s Wnt & consideravle mumber of Jews have beet dsported.

Recently, the news wes heard in Warsaw that Moshe Broderson, the Jewish
poet who had been arrested in Moscow, is again free, Other arrested Jewish
Soviet suthors, however, continue to be deported to labor camps. -- Yosef
Shimeon Goldstein

ISRAELY HUMORIST ARRIVES IN NEW YORK -- Jewish Jourmal, No 1k,610, 1 Fov k9

Yosef Shimson Goldstein, rencwned author amd humorist, will arrive in
Hew York todey from Tel Aviv.

Goldstein, "the jolly pessimist,” who is & contributer to the Jevish
Journal, had figured greatly in the Jewish press of prewar Poland. He wrote
and edited the feuilleton of the Hsint, the largest Yiddish daily, and vas
editor of the humorous satirical magazines Takhshit and Mashochith. BHe alse
wroté many successful plays.

After spending the war years in Nazi Poland and the USSR, Goldstein, who
had been active in the Zionist movement, ted to Israsl. There, he becane
& colwmist for Eador, the Hebrew daily /Mapai organ/, and also brosicast once
& veak over Kol Yiarael, the Isrmeli radio.
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